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New Report: growing Latino Population Needs 
more Educational, Economic Resources

    By: Ashmar Mandou
 

Members of the 
Chicago City Council 
Latino Caucus; Ric 
Estrada, President and CEO 
of Metropolitan Family 
Services; José Miguel 
Acosta-Córdova, Research 
Assistant at the UIC’s 
Institute for Research on 
Race and Public Policy, 
a James J. Stukel Student 
Fellow at the Great Cities 
Institute, Graduate Student 
in Urban Planning and 
Policy, and President of 
UIC’s Latino planning 
student organization, 
LPODER held a press 
conference Wednesday 
to announce the release 
of a new University of 
Illinois at Chicago report 
to Metropolitan Family 
Services titled: The 
Latino Neighborhoods 
Report: Issues and 
Prospects for Chicago.  
This report, ordered by 
Metropolitan Family 
Services to further its 
delivery of social services, 
presents demographic 
characteristics of Latinos 
in Chicago and scrutinizes 
the neighborhoods with a 
majority Latino population.  
By using primarily U.S. 
Census Data, the report 
provides citywide data on 
Latinos in Chicago and 
in more detail, examines 
12 neighborhoods where 
Latinos are prevalent. 
Among the findings in this 
report:

•The Latino population 
has increased substantially 
and is distributed widely 
throughout Chicago 
neighborhoods.

•Current levels of 
education for Latinos lag 
behind white and black 
populations.

•Income levels 
of Latinos lag behind 
non-Hispanic White 
populations citywide, 
but Latinos have higher 
median household incomes 
in 5 of 12 majority Latino 
neighborhoods.

•Low rates of Latino 
home ownership and 
foreclosures challenge 
wealth-building and 
neighborhood stability 
in many Latino 

neighborhoods.
“This report demonstrates 
that Latinos are present 
throughout Chicago’s 

neighborhoods and have 
unique social, economic 
and housing success 
and challenges,” said 

the author, José Miguel 
Acosta-Córdova, Research 
Assistant at the UIC’s 
Institute for Research on 

Race and Public Policy, 
a James J. Stukel Student 
Fellow at the Great Cities 
Institute, Graduate Student 

in Urban Planning and 
Policy, and President of 
UIC’s Latino planning 
student organization, 
LPODER.  “This in-depth 
study clearly outlines 
the dynamic growth 
of Chicago’s Latino 
community and the need to 
further expand its access to 
educational and economic 
resources to realize its 
potential and maximize its 
contributions to the city,” 
said Ric Estrada, President 
and CEO of Metropolitan 
Family Services. 
“Metropolitan Family 
Services is excited to use 
these findings to strengthen 
the services we provide 
daily to thousands of 
Latino families throughout 
the Chicago area.” 
    “Reading the UIC 
report made me incredibly 
optimistic. The fact that 
the future of Chicago is 
inexorably tied to Latinos 
is a great sign for our 
City,” said Latino Caucus 
Chair Ald. Gilbert Villegas 
(36). “I am committed to 
continuing to fight for 
educational and economic 
resources for the Latino 
community as we move 
forward.”  

Nuevo Reporte: La Creciente Población Latina 
Necesita Más Recursos Educativos y Económicos

Por Ashmar Mandou

 Los miembros del 
Concilio del Caucus Latino 
de la Ciudad de Chicago; 
Ric Estrada, Presidente 
y CEO de Metropolitan 
Family Services; José 
Miguel Acosta-Córdova, 
Investigador Asistente de 
Institute for Research on 
Race anad Public Policy de 
UIC, James J. Stukel Student 
Fello en el Instituto Great 
Cities, Estudiante Graduado 
en Planeación y Política 
Urbana y el Presidente de la 
organización de estudiantes 
de planeación latina de UIC, 
LPODER, sostuvieron una 
conferencia de prensa el 
miércoles, para anunciar 
la publicación de un nuevo 
reporte de la Universidad 

de Illinois en Chicago para 
Metropolitaqn Famility 
Services, titulado: The Latino 
Neighborhoods Reports: 
Issues and Prospects for 
Chicago [Reportes de los 
Barrios Latinos: Problemas 
y Prospectos para Chicago] 
Este reporte, pedido por 
Metropolitan Family 
Services para promover su 
entrega de servicios sociales, 
presenta la característica 
demográfica de los latinos 
en Chicago y escrutiniza los 
barrios con una mayoría de 
población latina. Utilizando 
principalmente los Datos del 
Censo de E.U., el reporte 
ofrece datos en la ciudad 
de los latinos en Chicago y 
con más detalles, examina 
12 barrios prevalentemente 
latinos. Entre los hallazgos 

de este reporte:
•La población 
latina ha aumentado 
considerablemente y está 
ampliamente distribuída en 
todos los barrios de Chicago 
•El nivel actual de educación 
de los latinos está atrás que 
el de las poblaciones blanca 
y negra.
•El nivel de ingreso de los 
latinos está por debajo del de 
las poblaciones blancas no 
hispanas en la ciudad, pero 
los latinos tienen ingresos 
medios más altos en 5 de los 
12 barrios con una mayoría 
de latinos.
•El bajo índice de propiedad 
de casas entre los latinos y 
los embargos son un desafío 
para mejorar las finanzas y 
la estabilidad del barrio en 
muchos barrios latinos.

“Este reporte demuestra que 
los latinos están presentes en 
todos los barrios de Chicago 
y tienen éxito y retos únicos 
a nivel social, económico 
y de vivienda”, dijo el 
autor, José Miguel Acosta- 
Córdova, Investigador 
Asistente en Institute for 
Research on Race and 

Services está entusiasmada 
de utilizar estos hallazgos 
para fortalecer los servicios 
que brindamos diariamente a 
miles de familias latinas en 
el área de Chciago.
 “El leer el 
reporte de UIC  me hizo 
sentir increíblemente 
optimista. El hecho de que 
el futuro de Chicago está 
inexorablemente vinculado 
a los latinos es algo grande 
para nuestra Ciudad”, dijo 
el Director del Caucus 
Latino, Concejal Gilbert 
Villegas (36). “Al avanzar, 
me siento comprometido a 
continuar luchando, como 
hasta ahora, por recursos 
económicos  y educativos 
para la comunidad latina.

Public Policy de UIC. “Este 
estudio delínea claramente el 
dinámico crecimiento de la 
comunidad latina en Chicago 
y la necesidad de ampliar su 
acceso a recursos educativos 
y económicos para realizar 
su potencia y maximizar sus 
contribuciones a la ciudad”, 
dijo Ric Estrada, Presidente 
y CEO de Metropolitan 
Family Services. 
“Metropolitan Family 
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Commissioner Rosales Elected President 
of Organization of PJM States (OPSI)

   The Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC) is 
pleased to announce 
that Commissioner John 
R. Rosales has been 
unanimously elected to 
serve as President of 
Organization of PJM 
States, Inc. (OPSI).  The 
selection was made 
Thursday at the OPSI 
2017 Annual Meeting at 
the Hilton Crystal City in 
Arlington, VA. Prior to the 
election, Commissioner 
Rosales had served a one-
year term as Secretary of 
the Board.  “I am honored 
to have been chosen by my 
peers to serve as President 

of the OPSI Board. I 
appreciate the confidence 
my colleagues have placed 
in me and look forward to 
continue working on PJM 
and FERC issues that 
impact consumers,” said 
Rosales.  “Commissioner 
Rosales has shown 
tremendous leadership as 
a member of the board 
of directors for OPSI and 
will do an outstanding 
job as President,” said 
ICC Chairman Brien J. 
Sheahan. 
OPSI, a non-profit 
corporation established 
in May 2005, is an inter-
governmental organization 

of utility regulatory 
agencies in the 
13 states and the 
District of Columbia 
whose utilities are 
served by PJM 
Interconnection, 
LLC (PJM), 
the regional 
t r a n s m i s s i o n 
operator (RTO) 
that oversees the 
operation of the 
electric transmission 
grid and related 
services. OPSI 
activities include, 
but are not limited 
to, coordinating 
activities such as 

data collection, issue 
analyses and policy 
formulation related to 
PJM, its operations, 
its market monitor and 
related Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) matters, as well 
as their individual roles 
as statutory regulators 
within their respective 
state boundaries.  Rosales 
was appointed to a four-
year term on the Illinois 
Commerce Commission 
in March of 2016. He is 
also Vice Chairman of the 
Electricity Committee for 
the National Association 
of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC).  

www.lawndalenews.com
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 Sharon Fairley Announces Candidacy for Illinois Attorney General
   Former federal prosecutor 
and criminal justice 
reform expert Sharon 
Fairley announced her 
candidacy for Attorney 
General of Illinois on 
Tuesday, launching her 
campaign in the March 
2018 Democratic primary.  
Fairley is seeking the 
position after incumbent 
Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan announced last 
month she would not run 
again for the seat, which 
she has held since 2003.  
Fairley spent eight years as 
an Assistant United States 
Attorney for the Northern 
District of Illinois under 
the leadership of former 
U.S. Attorneys Patrick 
Fitzgerald and Zach 

Fardon. Most recently, 
she served as Chief 
Administrator of the 
Civilian Office of Police 
Accountability, an agency 
which she designed and 
built from the ground up 
in the aftermath of the 
release of video of the 
death of Laquan McDonald 
in 2015. Prior to her work 
at COPA, Fairley served 
as First Deputy and 
General Counsel to the 
City of Chicago Office 
of the Inspector General.  
   “My experience--as a 
former federal prosecutor, 
and as a leader in criminal 
justice reform here in the 
City of Chicago--will 
allow me to provide that 
leadership as we work for 

progressive change in our 
justice system and in our 
communities,” said Fairley 
at a press conference 
announcing her campaign 
launch on Tuesday.  Fairley 
said, as Attorney General, 
she’d focus on combating 
the unconstitutional 
attacks on civil rights, 
voting rights, immigrant 
communities and religious 
freedoms, among other 
areas.  “Here in Illinois, 
our Attorney General 
must stand up against 
corruption and oppose 
the eroding of consumer 
protection and government 
accountability,” she added.  
Fairley earned her law 
degree from the University 
of Chicago Law School. 

She graduated magna 
cum laude from Princeton 
University with a BS in 
Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering, and holds an 
MBA in Marketing from 
The Wharton School of the 

University of Pennsylvania.  
Fairley, who grew up in 
Silver Spring, Maryland, 
lives in Chicago’s Garfield 
Ridge community on the 
Southwest Side. She is 
the mother of two adult 

children.  If elected, Fairley 
would be the first African 
American woman to hold 
the Attorney General’s seat 
in Illinois history.

Community Savings Bank 
Holds Customer Appreciation Days

   Community Savings Bank 
held its annual “Customer 
Appreciation Days” at the 
main office on September 
29th and 30th. The bank 
took this opportunity to 
thank its customers for 
their patronage, and to 
welcome many neighbors 
who stopped in the office.  
Hundreds of people 
stopped in during the 
event. Several children of 
Community employees 

helped out during the 
event. Refreshments were 
served to everyone who 
stopped in. Employees 
had an opportunity to 
meet and to serve those 
who visited the office.  
Community Savings 
Bank is an independent 
neighborhood financial 
institution located at Cicero 
and Belmont Avenues 
in Chicago. Community 
has been located in the 

neighborhood for over 
70 years and at its current 
location on the corner 
since 1953.  Community 
Savings Bank is a member 
of the FDIC and is an equal 
housing lender.  The bank 
is located at 4801 W. 
Belmont Avenue, Chicago 
60641.  Telephone: 773-
685-5300.  Website: www.
communitysavingsbank.
bank
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Sharon Fairley Anuncia su Candidatura para Procuradora General de Illinois
 La ex-fiscal y experta 
en reforma de justicia 
penal, Sharon Fairley, 
anunció su candidatura 
para Procuradora General 
de Illinois el martes, 
lanzando su campaña  en 
la primaria demócrata de 
marzo del 2018. Fairley 
busca la posición después 
que la interina Procuradora 
General Lisa Madigan 
anunciara el mes pasado 
qaue no correría otra 
vez para esa posición, 
misma que ha ocupado 
desde el 2003. Fairley 
pasó ocho años como 
Procuarora Asistente de 
Estados Unidos para el 
Distrito Norte de Illinois, 

bajo el liderazgo de 
los ex Procuradores de 
E.U. Patrick, Fitzgerald 
y Zach Fardon. 
Recientemente fungió 
como Administradora en 
Jefe de Civilian Office 
of Police Acoountability, 
una agencia que ella 
diseñó y construyó desde 
la base, tras la liberación 
del video de la muerte de 
Laquan McDonald, en el 
2015. Antes de su trabajo 
en COPA, Fairley trabajó 
como Primera Diputada 
y Consejera General de 
la Oficina del Inspector 
General de la Ciudad de 
Chicago.
 “Mi experiencia como 

ex fiscal federal y como 
líder en reforma de justicia 
penal aquí, en la Ciudad 
de Chicago, - me permitirá 
brindar ese liderazgo al 
trabajar por un cambio 
progresivo en nuestro 
sistema de justicia y en 
nuestras comunidades”, 
dijo Fairley en una 
conferencia de prensa, 
anunciando el lanzamiento 
de su campaña, el martes. 
Fairley dijo que como 
Procuradora General se 
enfocaría en combatir los 
ataques inconstitucionales 
a los derechos civiles, 
el derecho al voto, las 
comunidades inmigrantes 
y la libertad religiosa, 

entre otras áreas. Aquí en 
Illinois, nuestro Procurador 
General debe declararse 
contra la corrupción y 
oponerse a la oradación de 
la protección al consumidor 
y la responsabilidad 
gubernamental”, agregó. 
Fairley obtuvo su diploma 
en leyes de la Escuela de 
Leyes de la Universidad 

de Chicago. Se graduó 
magna cum laude de 
Princeton University 
con un BS en Ingeniería 
Mecánica y Aeroespacio 
y tiene un MBA en 
Mercadeo, de Wharton 
School de la Universidad 
de Pennsylvania. Fairley, 
quien creció en Silver 

Spring, Maryland, vive en 
la comunidad de Garfield 
Ridge de Chicago, en el 
Sector Sudoeste. Es madre 
de dos hijos adultos. 
Si es elegida, Fairley 
sería la primera mujer 
afroamericana que ocupa 
el puesto de Procuradora 
General de Illinois en la 
historia.
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Quality Since 1934
Lifetime Warranty • Complete Car Care Service • Clear Coat Paint Specialist

•Computerized Estimates • Theft Repair • Glasswork • Detailing

Family Operated for 83+ Years
Insurance Claims Specialists

Digitally Linked to all major
Insurance Companies

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

312-337-3903 773-762-5571
1005 W. Huron St. 2440 S. KEDZIE AVE.

(Formerly Lupe’s Body Shop)
Garantia de por Vida • Servicio de Cuidado Completo del Auto • Especialistas en Pintura de Capa 

Clara • Estimados Computarizados • Reparación de Robo • Trabajo en Ventanas • Detallado

Servicio Profesional e Inteligente
Reparaciones Vanguardistas de Calidad

Operado en Familia por 83 Años
Especialistas en Reclamos de Seguros

Digitalmente enlazado con la mayoria de las compañías de seguro

Conveniente Ubicacion

773-762-5571
2440 S. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Il 60623

www.erielasalle.com

(Corner of Huron & Milwaukee Ave.)

Intelligent, Professional Service
Quality, State-of-the-Art Repairs

The Life of Chavela Vargas     By: Ashmar Mandou

    Legendary singer Chavela 
Vargas embodied strength, 
courage, and revelry.  Born 
in San Joaquín de Flores, 
Costa Rica, but fled 
to Mexico for musical 
opportunities, Vargas 
challenged mainstream 
ideals of beauty, opposed 
conformity, and combated 
social injustices through 
her willfully powerful 
and bellowing songs, 
such as “La Llorona,” 
“Paloma Negra,” and 
“Piensa en Mí.”  Vargas 
lived an eccentric and 
thrilling life, according 

to her friends Spanish 
director Pedro Almodóvar 
and singer Miguel Bosé.  
Vargas’ colorful life story 
is what prompted directors 
Gatherine Gund and 
Daresha Kyi to dedicate 
two years of their life to 
accumulating anecdotes 
told by those closest to her 
for their biographical film 
entitled, Chavela, which 
debuted earlier this year.  
On October 20th, Chavela 
will premiere at Chicago’s 
Music Box Theater.  We 

spoke to Kyi about her 
experience working on 
Chavela and what she 
hopes people, especially 
women take away from 
viewing the film.  
Lawndale Bilingual 
Newspaper: What 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
surrounded your life that 
led to you Chavela Vargas?  
Daresha Kyi:  It was late 
in my life.  My friend and 
co-director Catherine Gund 
introduced me to Chavela 
Vargas back in 2015 when 
she shared Chavela’s music 
with me and told me about 
her life.  I immediately 
became a fan, especially 
the way she sang about 
Mexico.  I have such an 
affinity for Mexico as I 
spent a lot of time there 
and consider Mexico to 
be home to me.  Catherine 
and I had discussions about 
possibly putting something 
together, two years later, 
here we are.  
What did you enjoy 

the most about 
filming Chavela?  
Hearing all the stories.  
[Laughs]  I was salivating 
hearing from her friends 
Pedro Almodóvar, Eugenia 
León, Tania Libertad, 
and Miguel Bosé.  One 
story was more intense 
than the previous one 
and really showcased her 
ability to live an authentic 
life.  She was who she 
was.  Unapologetic.  
She was a just a true 
pioneer for combatting 
social inequalities and 
machismo.  There were 
so many wonderful stories, 
but one of my favorites 
was the story about how 
Chavela loved her plants.  
She absolutely adored her 
plants, treated them like 
human beings.  Would 
talk to her plants every 
day.  One day, a friend 

of hers walk into her 
home and accidentally 
stepped on one of her 
plants.  Without hesitation, 
Chavela grabbed one of her 
guns and shot at his feet.  
[Laughs]  That pretty much 
sums up who she was.  
Chavela Vargas was such 
a formidable figure and 
led a wildly adventurous 
life.  What lessons do 
you hope people take 
away from this film, 
especially for women?  
I really hope people feel 
inspired after watching 
Chavela.  I hope people are 
moved by her story.  As for 
women, I hope they realize 
it is such a blessing to be a 
woman.  We are goddesses.  
We create life.  There is no 
humanity without women.  
There is so much negative 
dialogue already that 
weighs us down, we hear 
enough bullshit.  We need 
to remind ourselves that 
we are powerful women 
with immense purpose.   

La Vida de 
Chavela Vargas

Por: Ashmar Mandou
 

 La legendaria 
cantante Chavela 
Vargas simboliza 
la fuerza, el valor 
y la rebeldía. 
Nacida en San 
Joaquín de las 
Flores, Costa 
Rica, pero 
transplantada a 

México por oportunidades 
musicales, Vargas desafió 
los principales ideales de 
la belleza, se opuso a la 
conformidad y combatió las 
injusticias sociales a través 
de sus intencionalmente 
poderosas y fuertes 
canciones, como “La 
Llorona”, “Paloma Negra” 
y “Piensa en Mí”. Vargas 
vivió una vida excéntrica 
y emocionante, de acuerdo 
a sus amigos, el director 
español Pedro Almodóvar 
y el cantante Miguel Bosé. 
La historia de la vida 
pintoresca de Vargas es 
lo que hizo que directores 

como Catherine Gund y 
Daresha Kyi dedicaran dos 
años de su vida a acumular 
anécdotas relatadas por los 
más cercanos a ella para su 
película biográfica titulada 
Chavela, que se estrenó a 
principios de este año. El 
20 de octubre, Chavela 
se estrenará en Music 
Box Theater de Chicago. 
Hablamos con Kyi sobre 
su experiencia al trabajar 
en Chavela y lo que espera 
que la gente, especialmente 
las mujeres, se lleven al ver 
esta película.

Pase a la página 10
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  SPECIAL, LIMITED TIME OFFER                
   If you cashed a payroll check at:

    26th & Central Park Currency Exchange, Inc.
3540 West 26th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60623

       during 2012 and 2013, and paid a driver to take you to work,

THEN YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A VALUABLE SERVICE 
CREDIT YOU CAN SPEND AT THE CURRENCY EXCHANGE 

FOR CERTAIN SERVICES THERE!

To learn more, visit the Currency Exchange at 
3540 West 26th Street, Chicago.

[Approved by the Illinois Department of Financial 
and Professional Regulation]_______________________________________

OFERTA ESPECIAL LIMITADA
Si cobró un cheque de nómina en:

26th & Central Park Currency Exchange, Inc.
3540 West 26th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60623

durante los años 2012 y 2013, y pagó un conductor para
 llevarlo a trabajar,

ENTONCES USTED PODRIA CALIFICAR PARA UN VALIOSO 
CRÉDITO DE SERVICIO QUE USTED PUEDE GASTAR

 EN LA CASA CAMBIO DE MONEDA PARA CIERTOS SERVICIOS!

Para obtener más información, visite la Casa de Cambio de Moneda 
localizado en el 3540 West 26th Street, Chicago.

[Aprobado por el Departamento de Regulación Financiera 
y Profesional de Illinois]

Around Town
Compiled by Ashmar Mandou 

Chicago Architecture Foundation
The Chicago Architecture Foundation’s Open House 
Chicago is a free public festival that offers behind-
the-scenes access to more than 200 buildings across 
Chicago.  Explore the hidden gems and architectural 
treasures of Chicago’s diverse neighborhoods, all for 
free.  The tours will take place October 14th and 15th.  
For more information, visit www.openhousechicago.
org.  
Kuipers Family Farm
Through December 21st

The Kuipers Family Farm is a family farm located in 
Maple Park, Illinois.  It was opened in 1998 by Wade 
and Kim Kuipers.  It is located on 230 acres of land 
where they grow apples, pumpkins, and Christmas 
trees.   
1N318 Watson Rd, Maple Park, IL 60151
For pricing, visit www.kuipersfamilyfarm.com 
Lit & Luz Festival Kickoff
Tue., Oct. 17, 7 p.m.
311 N Morgan St  
Ace Hotel Chicago 
Free
This festival celebrates the unique cultural and civic 
exchange between writers and visual artists from 
Mexico City and Chicago. Attend the kickoff with the 
Mexican Consulate General
13th Floor Haunted House
Through Nov. 4 | More dates
1940 George St.  
13th Floor Haunted House 
$19.99-$32.99 | 847-772-1155 
Purchase Tickets
The country’s largest professional haunted house 
production company comes to Chicago in the form 
of 30,000 square feet of horror entertainment. Take your 
scariest pick of four haunted houses: Eleventh Hour, 
Creatures of the Corn, The Catacombs and Intensity. 
Admission varies depending on day of the week. 
Tickets can be purchased online.
“Not-So-Scary” Haunted Houses for Kids 
Find a kid-friendly Haunted House and get ready for a 
good scare!  
Bengston’s Haunted Barn and Fun Barn 
13341 West 151st Street, Homer Glen  
(708) 301-3276  
Through October 30th  
Bengston’s offers two options for kids. First, the 
Haunted Barn for older kids offers thrills and chills as 
they wander through a scary and completely automated 
barn. The Haunted Barn is rated (PG13). No one under 
the age of 12 is admitted without being accompanied by 
an adult, due to content and scare factor. For the littler 
ones, or those who prefer not to be scared, they can 
have fun and take a leisurely stroll through the amusing, 
friendly Fun Barn.  
Ages: Fun Barn for all ages. Haunted Barn for older 
kids, under 12 must be accompanied by adult.
Goebbert’s Pumpkin Farm Haunted House - South 
Barrington 
40 W. Higgins Rd., South Barrington  
(847) 428-6727  
September 23 - October 31  
Do you love a good scare? Our 12 room Haunted House 
is designed for school age children - but make no 
mistake, it’s scary — so be ready.  
Ages: School age children

‘Abuelita’ Ramirez Receives Good News in Legal Battle Against ICE 
   By: Ashmar Mandou

    “Abuelita” Genoveva 
Ramirez appeared at 
her first court hearing 
on Tuesday morning at 
Dirksen Federal Building 
following the lawsuit she 
has brought against the 
Department of Homeland 
Security earlier this 
month.  Ramirez received 
good news at the court 
hearing, representatives 
of U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services 
(USCIS) indicated that 
they will begin to take 
steps to make a preliminary 
decision on Ramirez’s 
U-Visa case.  Ramirez 
hopes that a favorable 
determination from 
USCIS will compel ICE to 
postpone her deportation.      
Genoveva Ramirez is a 
67-year-old grandmother 
and great-grandmother 
of nine, originally from 
Mexico, who has lived 
in the United States for 
nearly two decades. She 

filed a U-visa application 
in September 2016 after 
she and her grandson were 
physically assaulted during 
a home invasion and she 
subsequently assisted in 
the police investigation. 
The U-visa is a form of 
immigration protection 
available to victims and 
witnesses of certain 
crimes who then cooperate 
in the investigation or 
prosecution. Although a 
U-Visa would eventually 

place Ramirez on a pathway 
towards citizenship, delays 
in the USCIS adjudication 
process have caused U-visa 
applicants to wait as much 
as three years for decisions 
on their applications.

In August ICE did 
not grant preference to stop 
Ramirez’s deportation.  In 
response, Ramirez filed 
a lawsuit against the 
Department of Homeland 
Security to demand USCIS 
review her long-pending 

visa application before ICE 
seeks to deport her.  In her 
lawsuit, Ramirez asked 
the U.S. District Court 
of the Norther District 
of Illinois Court to order 
USCIS to either make an 
initial determination that 
she is eligible for a U-visa 
or have ICE arbitrate her 
application so she is able 
to stay in the United States.  
“I am excited to hear that 
my next check-in has been 
pushed back to January. The 
news will allow me and my 
family, my grandchildren 
included, to all sleep a little 
better these next couple of 
months. It also re-affirms 
my belief in the power of 
our community. I know 
that ICE is responding to 
the tremendous pressure 
which community has 
applied. However, until 
USCIS grants me a U-Visa, 
I know that this is far 
from over. I am going to 
continue to move forward 
with my lawsuit and am 
asking for community 
members to please 
continue to support and to 
remember that organizing 
works,” said Ramirez 
following Tuesday’s court 
hearing.  Ramirez’s next 
court date in federal court 
is scheduled for November 
6, 2017.  Ramirez’s 
family and supporters, 
members of Organized 
Communities Against 
Deportations, PASO-West 
Suburban Action Project, 
National Immigrant Justice 
Center,  Service Employee 
International Union: Local 
1, and other community 
groups attended the court 
hearing to show their 
support.  
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La ‘Abuelita’ Ramírez Recibe Buenas Noticias en Batalla Legal Contra ICE
Por: Ashmar Mandou

 La “Abuelita” 
Genoveva Ramírez 
apareció en su primera 
audiencia de corte el 
martes por la mañana en 
Dirksen Federal Building, 
tras la demanda que puso 
contra el Departamento 
de Homeland Security a 
principios de este mes. 
Ramírez recibió buenas 
noticias en la audiencia 
de corte, representantes de 
Servicios de Inmigración 
y Ciudadanía de E.U. 
(USCIS) indicaron que 
comenzarían a dar los pasos 
necesarios para tomar una 
decisión preliminar en 
el caso de la Visa U de 
Ramírez. Ramírez espera 
que una decisión favorable 
de USCIS obligue a ICE a 
posponer su deportación.
 Genoveva Ramírez es 
una abuela de 67 años 
de edad y bisabuela de 
nueve, originalmente de 
México, que ha vivido 

en Estados Unidos por 
cerca de dos décadas. 
Puso una soolicitud de 
Visa U en septiembre 
del 2016, después que 
ella y su nieto fueron 
asaltados físicamente 
durante una invasión a su 
casa y subsecuentemente 
ayudó en la investigación 

policíaca. La Visa U es 
una forma de protección 
de inmigración disponible 
a víctimas y testigos de 
ciertos crímenes que 
después cooperan con la 
investigación o acusación. 
Aunque una Visa U podría 
poner eventualmente 
a Raqmírez en vía a la 

ciudadanía, las demoras en 
el proceso de adjudicación 
de USCIS han causado que 
los solicitantes de Visa 
U esperen tanto como 
tres años para tomar una 
decisión sobre su solucitud.
 En agosto, ICE 
no dió preferencia para 
detener la deportación de 

Ramírez. En respuesta, 
Ramírez puso  una demanda 
contra el Departamento 
de Homeland Security 
para pedir la revisión de 
USCIS en su solicitud 
de visa, por tanto tiempo 
pendiente, antes de que 
ICE busque deportarla. En 
su demanda, Ramírez pidió 
a la Corte de Distrito de 
E.U. de la Corte de Illinois 
del Distrito Norte, que 
ordene que USCIS haga 
una determinación inicial 
de que es elegible para la 
Visa U o haga que ICE 
juzgue su solicitud para 
que pueda permanecer en 
Estados Unidos.
  “Estoy entusiasmada de 
oir que mi próxima cita ha 
sido retrasada hasta enero. 
La noticia nos permitirá, 
a mi, a mi familia, a mis 
bisnietos incluídos, dormir 
mejor estos próximos dos 
meses. Reafirma también 
mi fe en el poder de 
nuestra comundiad. Yo 
se que ICE responde a la 

tremenda presión que cada 
comunidad le ha puesto. Sin 
embargo, hasta que USCIS 
me conceda la Visa U, se 
que esto no ha terminado. 
Voy a continuar avanzando 
mi demanda y pido a los 
miembros de la comunidad 
que por favor continúen 
apoyando y recordando 
que el organizarse 
funciona”, dijo Ramírez 
después de la audiencia 
de corte el martes. La 
próxima fecha de Ramírez 
para presentarse en la 
corte federal es el 6 de 
noviembre del 2017. La 
familia y los simpatizantes 
de Ramírez, los miembros 
de Comunidades 
Organizadas Contra la 
Deportación, PASO-West 
Suburban Action Project, 
National Immigrant Justice 
Center, Service Employee 
International Unions: 
Local 1 y otros grupos 
comunitarios, asistieron a 
la audiencia de corte para 
mostrar su apoyo.
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My Taiwan, Seoul, and  
Guadalajara (Mexico) Memoirs

By Daniel Nardini

ORDER
NOW!

Available at Amazon.
com, Barnes and 

Nobleand
Xlibris at www.xlibris.
com or 1-888-795-4274

Lawndale Bilingual 
Newspaper: ¿Qué 
circunstancias alrededor 
de su vida le llevaron a 
Chavela Vargas?
Daresha Kyi: Fue tarde 
en mi vida. Mi amiga y 
codirectora Catherine 
Gund me presentó a 
Chavela Vargas en el 
2015, cuando compartió 
la música de Chavela 
conmigo y me contó su 
vida. Inmediatamente me 
convertí en su admiradora, 
especialmente en la 
forma en que le cantaba 
a México. Tengo tanta 
afinidad con México que 
pasé ahí mucho tiempo 
y considero a México 
mi hogar. Catherine y 
yo discutimos sobre la 
posibilidad de poner algo 
juntas y dos años más 
tarde, aquí estamos.

¿Que fue lo que más 
disfrutó en la película de 
Chavela? 

Escuchar todas las historias. 
[Ríe] Me encantaba 
escuchar de sus amigos 
Pedro Almodóvar, Eugenia 
León, Tania Libertad y 
Miguel Bosé. Cada historia 
era más intensa que la 
anterior y verdaderamente 
mostraba su habilidad para 
vivir una vida auténtica. 
Ella era quien era. Sin 
disculpas. Era solo una 
pionera más combatiendo 
las inequidades sociales y 
el machismo. Hay tantas 
historias maravillosas, 
pero una de mis favoritas 
fue la historia de como 
Chavela amaba sus plantas. 
Absolutamente adoraba 
sus plantas, las trataba 
como seres humanos. Le 
hablaba a las plantas todos 
los días. Un día, un amigo 
de ella entró a su casa y 
accidentalmente pisó una 
de sus plantas. Sin dudarlo, 
Chavela agarró una de sus 
pistolas y le disparó a los 
pies [Ríe] Eso muestra 

como era ella.

Chavela Vargas era una 
figura formidable y llevó 
una vida salvajemente 
aventurera. ¿Qué 
lecciones espera que la 
gente se lleve de esta 
película, especialmente 
las mujeres?
Realmente espero que la 
gente se sienta inspirada 
después de ver Chavela. 
Espero que la gente se 
conmueva con su historia. 
En cuanto a las mujeres, 
espero que se den cuenta 
que es una bendición ser 
mujer. Somos diosas. 
Creamos la vida. No hay 
humanidad sin la mujer. 
Hemos escuchado muchas 
palabras negativas que 
nos denigran, ya tuvimos 
bastante. Necesitamos 
recordarnos nosotros 
mismas que somos 
mujeres poderosas, con un 
propósito inmenso.

Chavela... Viene de la página 6

Días de Reconocimiento al Cliente 
de Community Savings Bank

  Community Savings 
Bank tuvo sus “Dِías de 
Reconocimiento al Cliente” 
en su oficina principal el 
29 y 30 de septiembre. 
El banco aprovechó esta 
oportunidad para agredecer 
a sus clientes su patrocinio y 
dar la bienvenida a muchos 
vecinos que pasaron por 
la oficina. Cientos de 
personas pasaron durante 
el evento. Muchos niños 

de los empleados de 
Community ayudaron 
durante el evento. Se 
sirvieron refrescos a todo 
el que visitó la oficina. 
Community Savings 
Bank es una institución 
financiera independiente, 
del vecindario, localizado 
en las Avenidas Cicero 
y Belmont en Chicago. 
Community ha estado 
localizado en el barrio 

por más de 70 años y su 
local actual en la esquina, 
desde 1953. Community 
Savings Bank es miembro 
de FDIC y una institución 
de préstamos equitativa. 
El banco está localizado 
en el 4801 W. Belmont 
Ave., Chicago 60641. 
Teléfono: 773-685-
5300. Su red: www.
communitysavingsbank.
bank 

                 Congratulations to Tony Diaz
A big congratulations are in order to our very own Lawndale Bilingual 

News family member Tony Diaz who participated in the Bank of America Chicago 
Marathon on Sunday, Oct. 8th.  Not only is Diaz a gifted photographer, but a fierce 
runner.  We are all very proud of your achievement.  Kudos to you! 




