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Mayor Johnson, Gity Officials and Developers

Gelebrate Groundhreaklng of 79 WBSI Monroe
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Mayor Brandon Johnson,

Alderman Bill Conway and
city officials — including
Deputy Mayor Kenya

Merritt, Department of
Planning and Development
Commissioner
Ciere Boatright and

Department of Housing
Commissioner Lissette
Castafieda joined
Lagfin, R2 Companies, and

community leaders to break

ground on 79 West Monroe,

a landmark development
that will set a precedent

as Chicago’s first office-
to-residential conversion.
This innovative project
will transform the historic

Rector Building, the oldest
surviving commercial high-
rise designed by renowned
architect Jarvis Hunt, into a
dynamic residential space,
addressing the growing
demand for housing in the
Loop. The renovation will
add 117 new apartments to
the Loop, offering a mix of
market-rate and affordable
housing. Notably, 79 W.
Monroe will set a new
standard for affordability in
the LaSalle Street corridor,
with 35 percent of its units
(41 out of 117) designated
as affordable housing. The
project is spearheaded by
Lagfin and Chicago-based
developer R2. Lagfin, as
the holding company
of Campari, has made
significant investments in
Chicago-based projects —
their largest stake in any
North American city.
Photo Rendering

Courtesy of City of
Chicago
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Healthy Babies Drive: Local Nonprofit
Collecting Much-Needed ltems

—
(’ - ]
3
N <

%k

Keeping kids safe as
they grow is a parent’s
most  essential and
challenging responsibility,
especially for first-time
caregivers. The list of
items that a young child
needs—diapers, wipes,
bottles, diaper bags, and
baby gates—is long
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and expensive, and
for families living in
poverty,  purchasing
those necessities comes
at the expense of food
or other bills. Kids
Above All is launching
its Healthy Babies Drive
to collect childcare items
for the young children

and new families in
their programs. The
goal is to ensure they
have everything they
need to build a strong
foundation for their lives
together. Kids Above
All’s Happy Babies
Drive runs through May
15. Donations may be

dropped off at the Better
Life Distribution Center in
Des Plaines or online via
the nonprofit’s Amazon
Wishlist. For more
information about Kids
Above All’s Healthy
Babies Drive, visit www.
kidsaboveall.org/babies/
For in-person drop off,
you can head to the Better
Life Distribution Center,
1801 E. Oakton, Des
Plaines, IL.

COMPROBACION

ECONOMICA

de ABOC

o [ Sin cargo mensual por
| mantenimiento

[ Sin saldo minimo (después

M Banca telefénica gratuita

M Segura, cémoda

del depdsito inicial de $100)

y econémica =

PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION

@ Llamenos o visitenos:

312-822-3014

30 N. LaSalle Street

Il Visitenos enlinea:

Chicago Teachers Union Step Closer to Agreement

After nearly a year
of bargaining and ironing
out a contract, the Chicago
Teachers Union approved
a tentative agreement with
Chicago Public Schools.
The tentative agreement
will go to CTU’s House
of Delegates this week
which will decide whether
or not to advance it to
CTU’s 30,000 members
for a ratification vote. If
accepted, it will represent
amajor leap forward in the
transformation of a district,
according to the CTU.

“Our union is bargaining for
what every parent wants for
their child in our school
communities. It shouldn’t
be a fight for children to
get access to arts, sports,
wrap around supports, and
libraries. It’s what should
already exist,” explains
CTU Local 1 President
Stacy Davis Gates. “We’re

proud to have landed a
transformative contract
that turns away from
decades of disinvesting in
Black children and turns
toward creating the world-
class education system for
every single student in CPS
no matter their zip code.
If the contract is ratified
by our members, we will
be one major leap forward
toward the educational
experience  Chicago’s
children and the mainly
women workers who
serve them in our schools
deserve.” In 2025, some
highlights of the Chicago
Teachers Union contract
include:

*Doubles the number of
libraries and librarians for
our schools.

*Enforceable and smaller
class sizes for all grade
levels.

*Ensuring social workers

Te ofrecemos mas que

and nurses serve students
in every school, every
instructional day.

*Doubles the bilingual
education staffing supports
for students.

*Additional staffing,
curricular and enrollment
supports  for  Early
Childhood education
students and programs.

*Creates 215 more case
manager positions district-
wide to support students
with disabilities.

*A cost of living adjustment
of 17-20% compounded
(tied to inflation) over the
four years of the contract.

OFICINA LOCAL

Chicago, IL 60602 solo seguros para autos.

Allan Gerszonovicz
geico.com/niles-gerszonovicz
847-779-8101

7MW Dempster St, Niles
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630-225-4300

28600 Bella Vista Parkway
Suite 1040

Warrenville, IL 60555
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Ford y Lideres de Educacion Superior
Alertan Sobre Recortes Federales

La representante es-
tatal La Shawn K. Ford,
democrata por Chicago,
se uniod el lunes a repre-
sentantes de universidades
estatales y organizaciones
de educaciéon superior
para oponerse a posibles
recortes federales y reaf-
irmar el compromiso del
estado con la creacion de
oportunidades diversas
en la educacion superior.
Ford, presidenta del Co-
mité de Asignaciones de la
Cémara de Representantes
para la Educacion Superior,
presidio la conferencia de
prensa este lunes en el edi-
ficio del Estado de Illinois,
ubicado en 555 W. Monroe
St. en Chicago. "Las de-
cisiones que se tomen en
Washington desempefiaran
un papel importante en la
creaciéon o eliminacion
de oportunidades para
nuestros estudiantes en los

proximos afios", declard
Ford. "Los recortes federa-
les a la educacion superior
haran que la universidad
sea menos asequible para
las familias de Illinois,
afectaran las economias
locales y socavaran aun
mas el apoyo estatal. Por
€S0, N0S mantenemos uni-
dos para promover una
mayor estabilidad y apoyo
a la educaciéon superior".
Ford estuvo acompafiado
por la Universidad Estatal
de Chicago, la Universidad
del Noreste de Illinois, la
Universidad del Norte de
Illinois, la Universidad

de Illinois-Chicago, la
Academia de Matemati-
cas y Ciencias de Illinois,
la Alianza para la Final-
izacion Universitaria, Mu-
jeres Empleadas, Jovenes
Invencibles, la Federacion
de Maestros de Illinois y el
Foro de Politica Latina, en-
tre otros. "Los estudiantes
de todos los origenes y
de todas las comunidades
merecen la oportunidad de
alcanzar el futuro que de-
sean", declar6 Ford. "Hay
demasiado en juego como
para que nos quedemos de
brazos cruzados".

Play On! Chicago Public Schools Brings
Museum Experiences mto Classrooms

More students than ever
across the Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) District now
have access to designated
spaces where they can
touch and explore the
physical world around
them. In partnership with
the Chicago Children’s
Museum, the District
has been working to add
Curiosity  Classrooms
to schools as part of
efforts to bring sensory-
rich, museum-quality
experiences straight
to children in pre-
kindergarten through 2nd
grade. CPS CEO Pedro
Martinez — along with other
District leaders, school
officials, and partners
from Chicago Children’s
Museum — on Wednesday
walked through one of
the newest Curiosity
Classrooms at Burke
Elementary School. With

g Chicago

Public
NeiglelelS

the 15 rooms that opened
this year, the District
has now expanded the
number of participating
schools to 25 total. The
Curiosity  Classrooms
feature art spaces, book
nooks, block play areas,
nature corners, and sensory
tables to dig, scoop, and
pour — all features that are
meant to spark curiosity
and inspire the District’s
youngest learners to ask
“what if” questions. Key
principles of the Curiosity
Classrooms include:

*Use materials that invite

problem solving, self-
expression and creativity
*Wonder, observe, question,
test, fail, try again
*Provide  authentic

materials, equipment and
tools

*Invite children to
document and share ideas
and discoveries

*Focus on STEAM
concepts that can be
directly experienced and
are open-ended
eInclude direct experiences
with the natural and living
world

jAyude a impulsar “El futuro de nuestro transporte”!

POWERING CONNECTION.
OUR TRANSIT INVESTMENT.
FUTURE VISION.

IMPULSAR LA CONEXION.
INVERTIR EN NUESTRO TRANSPORTE.
ADOPTAR UNA VISION PARA EL FUTURO.

transitchicago.com/strategicplan
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Chicago Partners Set to Break Ground on The Ave., Affordable Housing Unit

Nonprofit Preservation
of Affordable Housing
(POAH) and its partner,
KMW Communities LLC,
have closed on financing for

The Ave., a 52-unit mixed-
use affordable housing
development in Chicago’s
northwest side Humboldt
Park neighborhood. In

addition to POAH and
KMW, the development
includes Neighborhood
Housing Services (NHS) of
Chicago, a long-standing

Community Development
Financing Institution
focused on affordable
homeownership. NHS
will operate a West Side

Member

FDIC

* Easy Online & Mobile Banking
AND free ATM Access.

FIRST EAGLE

Need a Low Cost, No Frills Checking Account?

BE A N K

Looking to Boost your Credit Score?

FIRST EAGLE BANK CAN HELP!

First Eagle’s Eagle Fresh Start Checking
Certified BankOn account.

¢ Checkless Checking, No overdraft Fees.

¢ No minimum Requirement,
Low Maintenance Fee.

* First Eagle’s Credit Builder Loan does
not require a minimum credit score.

¢ Various loan amounts and terms

available.

¢ Loan will be secured by a Savings
Account funded from the proceeds of

the loan.

Discover financial peace of mind and the benefit of accessible and reliable banking services. That is why First
Eagle Bank is proud to offer these products designed to meet the diverse financial needs of our community.
Want to know more? Call Faruk Daudbasic at 312-850-9232 or email fdaudbasic@febank.com « febank.com

visit us at: 1201 W. Madison Street Chicago, IL 60607
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Porque

el cuidado de
su salud debe
provenir de médicos en
los que puede

confiar

Obtenga acceso a los servicios de
salud que le permitan cuidar lo que

mas le importa.

WL el I e

homeownership center
on the property’s first
floor.  The four-story
development will include
52 1-, 2-, and 3-bedroom
apartments targeting
households earning 30-60
percent of the area median
income AMI. Resident
amenities include indoor
and outdoor community
gathering spaces, a bike
room, fitness center and
onsite parking. The Ave
will also create at least
1,000 SF in retail space
for local businesses. The
transaction is financed with

substantial support from
the Chicago Department of
Housing, which issued tax-
exempt bonds, 4 percent
low-income housing tax
credits (LIHTC) and $18
million in tax increment
financing proceeds.
Construction financing
and $19 million in investor
equity — generated by the
tax credits — is provided
through Bank of America.
A joint venture of Leopardo
and Ujamaa Construction
is expected to begin
construction in April, with
completion likely in fall

2026.

ESCANEE PARA CONOCER MAS EN
BecauseMeridianCares.com

/) meridian




A federal jury has
convicted a Chicago man
of violently sex trafficking
five  young
including a 15-year-old
girl, and kidnapping two

of them. The jury in U.S.

District Court in Chicago
on Tuesday convicted

DENNIS WILLIAMS, 33,

on all seven sex trafficking
and kidnapping counts

victims,

against him. Williams
faces a  mandatory
minimum sentence of 15
years in federal prison
and a maximum of
life. U.S. District Judge
Mary M. Rowland set
sentencing for Oct. 7,
2025. The convictions
were announced by
Morris Pasqual, Acting
United States Attorney

for the Northern District
of Illinois, and Douglas S.
DePodesta, Special Agent-
in-Charge of the Chicago
Field Office of the FBIL
Valuable assistance was
provided by the Chicago
Police Department and
the Lansing, Ill. Police
Department. The
government has been
represented by Assistant

LAWNDALE Bilingual News-Sunday, April 6, 2025 -Page 5

Federal Jury Convicts Chlcago Man of Sex Trafficking and Kidnapping Offenses

U.S. Attorneys Kristen
Totten, Sushma Raju, and
Michelle Parthum.

According to evidence
presented at the week-
long trial, Williams used
threats, violence, drugs,
and other coercive means
to force five victims to
engage in commercial sex.
Williams often restrained
or assaulted the victims to
force them to comply and
turn over the proceeds to
him. Williams also caused
a 17-year-old girl, whom he
also assaulted repeatedly,
to assist him in trafficking
the victims. Williams
operated his sex trafficking
operation in 2022 and
2023 out of his Chicago
residence and motels in
Lansing, I1l. On Aug. 2,
2022, Williams kidnapped
one of his victims by luring
her inside his truck and
abruptly driving away. The
victim escaped by leaping
from the moving vehicle.
On Jan. 10,2023, Williams

kidnapped another of his
victims by confining her
to his closet overnight
and then forcing her to
engage in commercial sex
with strangers. The victim
escaped by jumping out of
a second-floor window and
running a quarter mile to
a Chicago Public Library
branch. Allfive of Williams’
victims, including both of
the kidnapping victims,
testified about their

ordeals at trial. If you
believe you are a victim
of sexual exploitation, you
are encouraged to contact
the National Center for
Missing and Exploited
Children by logging on to
www.missingkids.com or
by calling 1-800-843-5678.
The service is available 24
hours a day, seven days a
week.
Photo

Credit: U.S.

Attorney’s Office

When you need help

with paying and

managing your bill,
?

We offer income-qualified bill payment
assistance grants, total bill discounts as well
as waivers of deposits and late payment fees.

Payment arrangements and a Budget Plan are
also available to eligible customers.

Learn more at nicorgas.com/energyassistanceinfo
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El Alcalde Johnson, Funcionarios Municipales y Promotores Inmobiliarios Celebran la Inauguracion de 79 West Monroe

El alcalde Brandon
Johnson, el concejal Bill
Conway y funcionarios
municipales, entre ellos la
vicealcaldesa Kenya Mer-
ritt, la comisionada del
Departamento de Planifi-
cacion y Desarrollo, Ciere
Boatright, y la comision-
ada del Departamento de
Vivienda, Lissette Casta-
fieda, se unieron a Lagfin,
R2 Companies y lideres
comunitarios para inau-
gurar 79 West Monroe, un
desarrollo emblematico
que sentara un precedente
como la primera conver-
sion de oficinas a vivienda
en Chicago. Este innova-
dor proyecto transformara
el historico Edificio Rector,

el rascacielos comercial
mas antiguo que se conser-
va, disefiado por el recono-
cido arquitecto Jarvis Hunt,
en un dindmico espacio
residencial, que responde
a la creciente demanda
de vivienda en el Loop.
La renovacion anadira
117 nuevos apartamentos
al Loop, ofreciendo una
combinacién de viviendas
a precio de mercado y ase-
quibles. Cabe destacar que
79 W. Monroe establecera
un nuevo estandar de ase-
quibilidad en el corredor
de la calle LaSalle, con el
35 % de sus unidades (41
de 117) designadas como
viviendas asequibles. El
proyecto esta liderado por

MARIA PAPPAS
COOK COUNTY TREASURER

Elgible for a refund?
Search $93 milon
in Refunde and
$5nllllnl|

Everything you
can do in person,
you can do at

cookcountytreasurer.com

Lagfin y la promotora in-
mobiliaria R2, con sede
en Chicago. Lagfin, como
holding de Campari, ha

realizado importantes in-
versiones en proyectos con
sede en Chicago, su mayor
participacion en cualquier

ciudad de Norteamérica.

Fotografia cortesia de la
Ciudad de Chicago.

Clasificados/Classifieds 708-656-6400

THE DAKS

:\partmmt living with congregate services
3 114 South Humphrey
Oak Park, IL. 60302

This propery with its architecturally award
winning atrium provides seniors and disabled
individuals with parking, library, laundry
room, Wellness Center and other convenienc-
es. A service coordinator is on staff to assist

tenants who may need additional services. The units are studio and one bedroom, each
with electric appliances, tile bath, and wall 1o wall carpeting. Modem fire and safety
systems are installed in each apartment and common areas of the building. There are
also 8 accessible one bedroom units Tor the mobility impaired, The Oaks is owned and
operated by The Oak Park Residence Corporation and is funded by the Depanment of

Housing and Urban Development through the 202/section 8 |
Program. Residents pay approximately 30% of their monthly

income for rent, For additional information please visit our

website at www .oakparkha.org or contact us of TOR-386- EQUAL HOUSING
i OPRPORTUNITY
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HOUSES FOR SALE HOUSES FOR SALE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE ) HELP WANTED @  HELP WANTED

Moogoong Terrace STATE FARM
48:‘:?1 N. Kedlz:eeszggue FULL-TIME P&C LICENSE INSURANCE
icago, ACCOUNT POSITION
Eﬁn A?‘ o @' (773) 478-0085 Looking for self motivated, detail oriented. Knowledge
= Waiting List Open for 1 Bedroom Subsidized in Windows and other Computer Applications, with
471 7 W. 84TH PL. CHICAGO Apartments - Seniors and Disabled Excellent Communication Skills & Multi-Tasker.
$275,900 Application Period from Biingual Spanish preferred. We will train.
SINGLE HOME-AIl living space on one level 3br, 2bth, February 10 — March 31, 2025 Send resume to: Beth Cadwalader
sep dining room, detached two car garage Interested persons should contact the Management 5657 N. Milwaukee Ave.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN Qﬁice for an applic_;ation by calling (773) 478—0085 or Chicago lllinois 60646
BUYING OR SELLING pick up during office hours Monday through Friday Email:beth.cadwalader.cjf0@statefarm.com
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. i or Call: (773) 631-1460
Call Betty at 773-617-9691 L\' Income Restricted Ask for Paula

Roll Form Operator or Tube Mill Operators

Visit our NEW webs:ta R

www.LawndaleNews.com

Metal Roll Forming Co in Berkeley IL near Hillside is seeking skilled
T Full Time Roll forming machine operator and Roll Forming Die Setup
Advertise With Us i 050170 ] | men for a Roll Forming company in the Chicago suburbs.

708-656-6400 L
2 APARTMENTS FOR RENT | | oo o et i pid e e
1 bedroom & 2 bedroom apartment $890 & $990. Email: Dawn@johnsonrollforming.com
Carpeted, heating included, laundry facilities or call 708-449-7050 ask for Dawn
AlTn n ET“ n “ n an storage shed in basement. Parking in the rear.
CALL ALBERTO 708-439-9253 - oy '
m ' N\ I@m 2 APARTAMENTOS PARA RENTAR {7

1 recdmara y de 2 recamaras $890 y $990
Alfombrado, calefaccion incluida, lavanderia y cobertizo
PROPIEDAD COMERCIAL
DE 11 RECAMARAS

de almacenaje en el s6tano.

Estacionamiento en la parte de atras.

CALL ALBERTO 708-439-9253

@ PROFESSSIONAL @ PROFESSSIONAL @ PROFESSSIONAL @ PROFESSSIONAL
y SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE
. =il | COMPRAMOS ABRIMOS GANIIS

Experience preferred but not required in some cases based on aptitude.
Roll forming die set up experience a big plus. Mechanical ability and
creativity needed. Will train motivated worker. Some heavy lifting
required. Some English preferred, must work well with others. Benefits

JUNKES Y USADOS

52,000.00 .
INGRESOS

QUITO-ECUADOR

Esta hermosa casa esta ubicada en el corazon de la
prospera comunidad de La Colina en las afueras de Quito,
tres minutos del centro comercial San Rafael. Constituye un
oasis para quien busca tranquilidad, excelente clima y pro-
tegido. La casa tiene hermosos jardines y terreno extra en
la parte trasera. Esta casa tiene 12 afios y cuenta con 11
dormitorios y 11 bafios. Todos estan actualmente alquilados.

e et do o s epe. - " CONOSINTITULO Fresumepor Ansel

CALL708-983-3420 " 312-401-2157 | | T13-406-4670

SE DESTAPAN
TINAS, LAVAMOS
* Y SEWER LINES

Cicero, Berwyn, Chicago
y Suburbios
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NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID TO
METROPOLITAN WATER RECLAMATION DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO
Sealed proposals, endorsed as above, will be submitted back to the District via an electronic upload to
the Bonfire Portal only, from the date of the Invitation to Bid, up to 11:00 A.M. (Chicago time), on the bid
opening date, and will be opened publicly as described in the Invitation to Bid by the Director of
Procurement and Materials Management or designee at 11:00 AM on the stated bid opening date
below for:

CONTRACT 22-377-2D
RAW SEWAGE DISCHARGE PIPE SUPPORT MODIFICATIONS FOR PUMPS 1-3, KWRP
Estimated Cost: Between $5,168,000.00 and $6,256,000.00 Bid Deposit: $250,240.00

Voluntary Technical Pre-Bid Conference: Wednesday, April 16, 2025 at 11:00 am Chicago

Time via ZOOM Link.

Voluntary Pre-Bid Walk-Through will be held on Thursday, April 17, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. Chicago Time at
the Kirie WRP, 701 West Oakton Street, Des Plaines, IL 60018.

Bid Opening: May 13, 2025

Compliance with the District's Affirmative Action Ordinance Revised Appendix D, Appendix C, Appendix
V, Appendix K, and the Multi-Project Labor Agreement are required on this Contract.

CONTRACT 24-279-5F
SURBURBAN GREEN SCHOOLYARD PILOT PROJECT 1 IN BURNHAM
Estimated Cost: Between $1,805,000.00 and $2,185,000.00 Bid Deposit: $86,250.00

Voluntary Technical Pre-Bid Conference: Wednesday, April 16, 2025 at 10:00 am Chicago Time via
ZOOM Link.

Bid Opening: May 6, 2025

Compliance with the District's Affirmative Action Ordinance Revised Appendix D, Appendix V, Appendix
C and the Multi-Project Labor Agreement are required on this Contract.
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The above is an abbreviated version of the Notice- Invitation to Bid. A full version which includes a brief
description of the project and/or service can be found on the District’'s website, www.mwrd.org; the path is
as follows: Doing Business =» Procurement and Materials Management =+ Contract Announcements.
Specifications, proposal forms and/or plans may be obtained from the Department of Procurement and
Materials Management by downloading online from the District's website at www.mwrd.org (Doing
Business =»Procurement & Materials Management =+ Contract Announcements). No fee is required for
the Contract Documents. Any questions regarding the downloading of the Contract Document should be
directed to the following email: contractdesk@mwrd.org or call 312-751-6643.

All Contracts for the Construction of Public Works are subject to the lllinois Prevailing Wage Act (820
ILCS 130/1-et.seq.), where it is stated in the Invitation to Bid Page.

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago reserves the right
to reject any or all Proposals if deemed in the public’s best interest.

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
Chicago, lllinois By Darlene A. LoCascio
April 2, 2025 Director of Procurement and Materials Management




